In order to verify the above-mentioned conclusion, the digestibility of crude fiber, cellulose and pentosan was measured in both cecum ligated and non-ligated chickens fed various kinds of diets.
Experimental procedure
Ten-month-old single comb White Leghorn cockerels, the ceca on both sides of which were either ligated or non-ligated, were used in this experiment. The method of cecum ligation has been described by NAKAHIRO et al.5). The non-ligated birds were shamoperated as the control. The experiment was conducted one month after the operation.
The chickens were fed experimental diets and water ad libitum for 6 days. Feces were collected for the final 3 days of each feeding period.
Crude fiber, cellulose and pentosan in the diets and feces were analyzed by the method described by NAKAHIRO et al.5).
The experimental diets used here were comprised as follows: Corn or Wheat Dietcorn or wheat 98.8%, sodium chloride 0.4%, mineral mixture6) 0.05%, vitamin mixture6) 
